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1. ‘The health service of the Albanien Army suffers from a lack of medical. 
officers in general, and from a eer ious shortage of redicines. 


2, There is only one milftary * capital, located in Tirana (see also pars, 11Lb 
below), which re¢eives all the military personel in nocd of immediate 
‘treatment, and especially those in need of surgery. Military doctors, 
abort 20 ‘in number, are stationed only in Tirana, Sick soldiers arrive in 
Tirana from all parts of Albania by motor ambulances in urgent cases, or 
sometimes by military means, Those stationed far from Tirana are treated 
in the medical centers of their units; these mits ordinarily have an in- 
firmary which decides upon the covrse of treatment. When hospitalization 
is necessary the soldiers are taken to civilian hospitzls, each of which 
has:a "Military Section," | 


3. The Albanian Govermnent tries to cope with the situation by making sone 
military personnel. take health courses, with the sole result that oaly 
mediocre nurses emerge from this training. 


4. In August 1949, 13 or 14 officers, who were uolther doctors nor medical 
students, were taken from various unite and sent to the USSR to take a 
health course. Informants expected that those trainees would probably 
funetion as "doctors" upon their return to Albania. 


5, Medical supplies in the armed forces are very limited. It was estimated 
by informants that, in the event of an emergency, these supplies would 
last for only two weeks, 


6, The health situation is even more serious among the civilians, There are 
only 120 doctors in the whole of Albania, and ther live mostly in the more 
important centers, Pharmacies are poorly stocked with medicines, and it is 
almost always necessary to have a prescription to obt-in them, The only. 
items that can be had without ¢ & preseription are laxatives and two tablets 
of aspirin ata tire. 


7, Another group of informants roported that there were approximately 180 
Albenian doctors (about 50 of whom were reported early in 1950 as being on 
duty with the armed forces), These doctors have all taken their advanced 
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trainin: abroad, the older : en (approxireting 1°% of the total) ‘avinre strditod 
in Greece and Trrkey, and ‘he remainder in France, Italy, Greeco, and Sustria 
(theso covntries are listed according to the mm ser of Albonian doctors vhe 
studied there, rnging from the greitest number to the least). 


8, Followine the liberation of Alb-nia (cond 19%4), the Al‘entan Governrent 
reached an arreerent whereby an average of 40 studonts weve «mt each vear cn 
scholarshins to universities in Yuroslavia (mtil 1°46 ~ sie. 407), the USSR, 
Bulgaria, Romonia, Czec:oslovalia, Poland and Mungary, In addivin, in Sep- 
erber 1940 a school for doctors’ assistants wis esteblished in Tirana; this 
school could handle about 60 students, 2nd ws on the sane scholastic level as 
@ high school, the puoils of which (after a tree—vear covrse) sovld roristor 
at ‘ha miversity. 


ie Tre... . 1 profession enjoys only moderate competence; it is only in urtan 
hostit.i eenters such as Tirana, Kerce, Shkoder, Vione, Drrres, Gjinokaster 
and Berat that it is possiblo to study and kecp up with sclentirie surcesress; 
ruch nore tmefit, however, covld to derived from professional consultations 
anong doctors than from he study of foreign literature, These writincs, 
Limited in amount, come from the USSR. ‘The Ministry of Hoalth »ublishes one 
modest review, to which all ihe doctors can contribute, -nd 2 third o*% wich 
is devoted to reviews of Rrssian works. 


10, The cedfoecrity of the medic 1 -refession is ynerticularly fPolt ia speetali aed 
fields. Those doctors who practice in rural cr torntain sreas {and these ar2 
in the mojority) have very little opportuniiy, if cny, to keep up with secen- 
tific progress; the lack of books, libraries, and so on, prevents them fy om 
increasing their knowledge. 


li. Health personne], in Albania are d‘stributed as follows: 


a, Civilion: 

Ministry of Health: there are five or six doctors who act 
ac technical consi snta; they are, 
howover, on activ: duty with various 
nosni als or scnatoria, 


Tirana General Civilicn Hospitol: Ther are a out a dozen Al! nian 
doctors (ceneral practitioners and 
specinlists) ond about nine foviet 


doctors. 
State Hospitrls: D-sros (5 deetors), Shkoder (6), Viene (4), 


Gjinokaster (5), Korce (6), E2bnsan (5), 
Rukea (2), Borat (4). 


Reral Hospitals: These ar- acuisliy infirnaries hevinr 
10.20 t das thers are about “O of - hese 
infirmaries, tbovt 7 © of uhich have tyo 
doctors eich, and the reta nder a single 
doe or each, 


Sans toria: fue (tuberculosis), in Tirana ond Korce. 
Munieipal Dispensaries: Tirana (5 doctors), Korec, Vione, Shkoder, 
pa ’ : 3 $ 


Viinokaster, Berat and Durres (servieod 
ly deetors of ‘he lec:] bospitals), 


Dispensar*es: Approxi: ately &C, lcectod in the ehicf 
towns, with one doclor each. 


Tirana Meternity Hosnit 1: Toree doctors, 
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General Military Hospital (Tirane): Twelve doctors. 
Gjinokaster Military Hospital: Three doctors. 
Approximately another 30 nilitary doctors are on service with military 


units (regiments and divisions), but those are not enough to meet the 
nesds of all units. 


Hospital Capacity: 


Tirana Civilian Hospital 600 beds 
Durres Civilian Hospital 150 beds 
Vione Civilian Hospits1 250 beds 
Gjinokaster Civilian Hospitel 180 beds 
Shkoder Givillisn Hospital 200 beds 
Eilbasan Civilian Hospital 150 beds 
Korece Civilian Hospitsl 250 beds 
Kukes Civilian Hospital 50 beds 
New Gjinokaster Civilian Hospital 

(nearly corn] ected) 360 beds 
Tirane Sanatoriue 150 beds 
Koree Sanatorium 150 beds 
Rural hospitals (combined) 300 beds 
Tirana Military Hospital 500 beds 
Gjinokaster Military Rospitel 150 beds. 


There is little to report in the field of projected medical-scientific re- 
search; disease prevention activities are almost entirely concentr=ted on 
the fight against malaria, tuberculosis, synhilis, and the vaccination 
against such infectious diseases as tyohus, diphtheria, srall—pox and 
cholera. 


From a theraneutie point of view, there is a serious lack of medicine, In 
194° a limited laboratory for the production of medicines of vorimary necessity 
was set up in Tirana; nrodretion, however, was far telow the needs. 


Aecording to informants, Albanian doctors could not be exnected to con'ribute 
much towird medieine now or in the future; this factor is not so mch attri- 
butable °» lack of personal ability as to the great lack of veans of study 
and er. arrtation. 


Comment: The above information, although soxs:hat outdated, is 
nevertheless transmitted for whatever valne it might hes as background fill-in 
for the health picture in Albania, 
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